
STAGE 5

Vagabonds line the streets, and wretches beg for coins from every corner. King’s Hovel is living up 

muddy streets, each desperate for help. You walk past them all, keeping your eyes ahead of you.

“Mundrug and his gang will be in Dove Street,” Madam whispers out of the corner of her mouth. 
“They have several houses there. It’s an open secret, although apparently it hasn’t reached the 

“How’s that?” you ask.

You wander through the streets, taking several back alleys and ducking behind carts whenever 
Madam does. Wherever she is leading you, you are completely lost. Eventually, you emerge into 
one of the more well-to-do streets, where the roads are clear of beggars and the houses look more 
freshly painted. 

“What about the king?” you ask, sizing up a way into the window. You spot a low outbuilding 
beneath it that should give you a good leg up.

“We have people taking care of the king as we speak. Silent people who don’t leave a shadow. You 

sure that orcs like Thighshank aren’t drawn into it.”

You nod. What she’s saying makes sense. Stop Thighshank from taking the throne and get your 
revenge: the plan works. 

The planks on the roof of the outbuilding groan under your weight, but against all probability, they 
hold. You steady yourself, a momentary lack of balance threatening to send you down into the 
mud, before pulling your chin up above the windowsill.



gorging himself on a whole roast turkey. Sickly fat dribbles down his chin, pooling on the table in a 

of fat glistens on Mundrug’s chin as his eyes widen in a mixture of terror and surprise. You feel the 
air around you thicken to treacle. Your sword slips easily from its scabbard, and you bring it round 

opens. Mundrug drops into the darkness, his vile smile the last thing you see.

VOCABULARY FOCUS
1. What are “vagabonds”?

2. Find and copy a word that means “step out of somewhere”.

3. Find and copy a phrase that describes something happening that seemed unlikely.

4. 

5. 

VIPERS QUESTIONS

I
I How does Madam know which room Mundrug is in?

S How does Mundrug escape?

R
P What do you think happens next?


