
STAGE 5

Canis Lupus: the wolf, largest member of the dog family. Wolves can be found all over the world 
but are predominantly located in colder regions such as Alaska, Canada and Russia. There are 

Red list, wolves are listed as being of least concern.

Apex Predators

(although anything between 18-70kg is possible) and growing up to 2m in length.  Within their 

second largest species in the deer family) and even moose. Wolves are mostly nocturnal hunters, 
using their excellent eyesight, smell and hearing to track their prey. They eat when food is available 

Wolf Packs

Wolves tend to live in packs. Each pack has an ‘alpha’, the strongest male wolf who is its leader. 
Alphas mate for life and they and their mate will lead each pack together. Each pack consists of this 

are marked by scent and well-established wolf trails. Wolves can communicate over large distances 

Life cycle

Wolves



be taught to hunt. At this point, they join the pack and all adult wolves in the pack help protect 

8 years in the wild.

language. Ears up is a sign of interest, ears down can signal the animal feels threatened.  Heads 
down and tail between legs is a submissive gesture; tails up or wagging is a sign of friendliness and 

status to the alpha or a higher-ranking wolf by exposing their necks or baring their bellies to them 
(their most vulnerable areas). Wolves mark areas with their scent to tell other wolves where their 
territory boundaries are.

the presence of wolves has been seen as a vital component of ensuring biodiversity. Studies into 

to be treated with respect.

Glossary

IUCN 

Red list

areas are protected by law and development is carefully controlled to protect their unique 

Trophic Cascade



VIPERS QUESTIONS

I Why is it advantageous to hunt in a pack? 

E What is a social hierarchy? 

E
I threat to humans? 

E Why has the author produced a glossary? 

RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1. 

2. Which wolf leads a pack?

3. How large can a wolf’s territory be?

At roughly what age do the cubs get taught how to hunt?

How would body language help you decide if a wolf was a threat?


